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Proposed Mobile Caravan Park 

Lôn Stigallt, Abererch 

Preliminary Ecological Assessment 

 

28th June 2021 

 
 

1. Summary  

 

A Preliminary Ecological Assessment (PEA) was carried out by Cambrian Ecology Ltd on land at 

Lôn Stigallt near Abererch.  A planning application is to be submitted for the construction of a 

mobile caravan park and associated facilities on the site.  An ecological survey report is required to 

support the planning application. 

 

The surveys revealed that the habitats present on the proposed caravan park are dominated by 

improved grassland, the loss of which is not anticipated to have any negative impact on Biodiversity. 

 

Also present are areas of marshy grassland, the majority of which will be retained.  

Recommendations have been made with regards to future management of the marshy grassland areas 

as this is a ‘Priority Habitat’ in Wales. 

 

There are hedges and associated hedgerow trees around most of the site boundary which are also to 

be retained.   

 

It was noted that the majority of these trees are ash; (Fraxinus excelsior), some of which are infected 

with ash die-back; (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus).  These trees will inevitably be lost and it is possible 

that all of the ash may need to be removed over a period of time due to this ongoing problem.  

Recommendations have therefore been made regarding the replacement of any trees that are lost. 

 

No protected species were recorded during the survey but there is the potential for nesting birds to be 

present in the hedges, trees and dense vegetation of parts of the marshy grassland. 

 

There is the potential for bats to be utilising the hedges on the site as flight paths and foraging areas, 

and the potential for roosts to be present in trees on the site boundary.  As a result, recommendations 

have been made with regards to exterior lighting design. 

 

A biological records search was carried out with the Local Records Centre, (LRC) Cofnod as 

recommended in the guidance from the Chartered Institute of Ecology & Environmental 

Management, (CIEEM).  This enables the proposed development site to be assessed in a wider 

context and a potential wider ‘zone of influence’ of the development to be taken into account. 

 

The biological records search revealed that there is one statutory designated/protected site within the 

1km search radius, and two non-statutory designated sites, none of which will be impacted by the 

proposals. 
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The records search also revealed the presence of a number of notable bird, bat and reptile species in 

the area. 

 

Under Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales 11, planning authorities must seek to maintain and 

enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions.  To satisfy this condition, extensive tree 

planting, using species of benefit to wildlife has been proposed.   

 

Key Messages: 

1. The majority of habitat loss will be restricted to improved grassland, the loss of which is 

not anticipated to have any negative impact on Biodiversity. 

2. There is the potential for nesting birds to be present for which precautionary measures 

will be required, see Section 9.2. 

3. Recommendations have been made with regards to lighting to prevent the inhibition of 

bat movements through the site, see Section 9.2. 

4. Recommendations have been made with regards to the retention and management of the 

marshy grassland habitats, see Section 9.1. 

5. Enhancements are recommended in the form of extensive tree planting using species of 

benefit to wildlife as an integral part of the landscaping scheme, see Section 10. 

 

 

2. Introduction 

 

A PEA was carried out by Cambrian Ecology Ltd on land at Lôn Stigallt near Abererch.  A planning 

application is to be submitted for the construction of a mobile caravan park and associated facilities 

on the site.   

 

An ecological survey report is required to support the planning application. 

 

The relevant Planning Authority is Gwynedd Council. 

 

The approximate centre of the site is located at SH 386 359. 

 

 

3. Methodologies 

 

3.1 Habitats 

 

The Habitat survey was carried out on 21st June 2021 by ecologist Chris Hall.  The survey took the 

form of an extended Phase I survey and identified baseline ecological conditions, as well as any 

important or notable habitats.  All habitats within the proposed development site were classified and 

species lists were drawn up for each habitat type identified and the habitat condition was assessed.  

In the context of this report, important or notable habitats are considered to be those which are of a 

sustainable size and which meet any of the following criteria: 

• Habitats which have a high intrinsic ecological value, i.e. they support a diverse range of 

vascular plant and/or faunal species; 
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• Mature or semi-natural habitats in built-up areas; 

• Environment Wales Act priority habitats; 

• Habitats considered having a significant extent and/or ecological interest. 

• Invasive Non-Native Species, (INNS) 

 

All habitats considered to have the potential to support rare, protected or otherwise notable species of 

flora and fauna were noted, as were any direct signs of these species.  Where possible, habitats were 

cross-referenced to any relevant UK/Wales priority habitats. 

 

3.2 Protected Species 

 

The site was assessed on its potential to support any protected or important species.  During this 

survey, a search was made for field signs of protected or notable species and assessments made of 

the potential of habitats to support these species.  In the context of this report important or notable 

species are considered to be those that meet any of the following criteria: 

• Species protected by British or international law; 

• Environment Wales Act priority species; 

• Nationally rare or scarce species; 

• Species of Conservation Concern (e.g. JNCC Red List, RSPB/BTO Red or Amber lists) 

 

3.3 Desk Study 

 

The desktop study aims to collate existing information about priority species, habitats and designated 

sites within 1km of the survey area.  This information has relevance to the likelihood of priority 

species being present within the survey area, as well as giving context to any species and habitat 

records from the actual site.   

 

A data search for all priority species, habitats and designated sites was conducted with Cofnod.  The 

search parameters were 1km from the survey site area. 

 

 

4 Survey Limitations 

 

Field signs for protected and important species are often difficult to find or absent from a site.  For 

this reason, the site and its habitats are assessed on their potential to support these species. 

 

Due to the density of the foliage on the trees at the time of the survey, it is possible that some cavities 

that could harbour bats or other protected species such as nesting birds are present and have remained 

undetected.  A precautionary approach is therefore advised. 

 

 

5 Results 

 

5.1 Habitat 

 



6 
 

 

Cambrian Ecology Ltd/PEA Report /Lôn Stigallt, Abererch/28.06.2021 

The surveys revealed that the habitats present on the site include improved grassland, marshy 

grassland, hedges and associated hedgerow trees.  There is also a watercourse in the form of a ditch 

on the eastern boundary of the site. 

 

The location of these habitats is shown in Appendix 2. 

 

Hedges 

 

H1 runs along the boundary between the site and the main A497, is growing on a clawdd and is 

subject to minimal management.   

 

Approximately two metres of this hedge will be lost to accommodate footpath access.  This is the 

only loss of hedge habitat associated with the proposals. 

 

Species present include hawthorn; (Crataegus monogyna), blackthorn; (Prunus spinosa) and bullace; 

(Prunus domestica var insititia).   

 

Non-woody species associated with the base of the hedge include bramble; (Rubus fruticosus), nettle; 

(Urtica dioica), honeysuckle; (Lonicera periclymenum) and red campion; (Silene dioica). 

 

There are three hedgerow trees in H1 with a semi-mature sycamore; (Acer pseudoplatanus) to the 

west of the site entrance and two ash trees to the east of the entrance, one of which is suffering from 

ash die-back. 

 

H2 forms the western boundary of the site and follows the course of Lôn Nant Stigallt.  This is also 

tall and subject to minimal management. 

 

Species present include bullace, hawthorn, blackthorn, dog rose; (Rosa canina). 

 

Non-woody species associated with the hedge include ivy; (Hedera helix), black bryony; (Tamus 

communis) and red campion. 

 

There are a number of trees associated with this hedge with a semi-mature, multi-stemmed ash in the 

centre of the hedge which is suffering from ash die-back and a group of mature bullace and semi-

mature and mature ash, again some of which are diseased. 

 

H3 runs approximately east-west through the centre of the site and for the purposes of a Phase 1 

Habitat survey would be classified as ‘defunct’.  There are numerous gaps and in places it is little 

more than a sparse tree line growing on the remnants of a clawdd. 

 

Species present include ash, (some diseased), hawthorn, dog rose, bramble and bracken; (Pteridium 

aquilinum). 

 

H4 in the north-western section of the site is a tall, unmanaged hedge dominated by hawthorn.  Also 

present are dog rose, blackthorn, bramble, bracken and figwort; (Scrophularia nodosa).  
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There are two ash trees, one semi-mature suffering from die-back, one mature multi-stemmed tree, 

currently in good health and a semi-mature, multi stemmed sycamore. 

 

H5 is also classed as defunct being ‘gappy’ and dominated by hawthorn and bramble. 

 

H6 which forms the eastern boundary of the site has been unmanaged for some considerable time 

and now is an irregular line of goat willow; (Salix caprea) and some mature crack willow; (S. 

fragilis).  There is also an individual oak; (Quercus petraea).  

 

Improved Grassland 

 

Improved grassland is the dominant habitat on the site and is dominated by grasses with broadleaved 

species being present as a relatively minor component. 

 

Until relatively recently the site has been heavily grazed by cattle. 

 

The dominant grass species is perennial rye-grass; (Lolium perenne), closely followed by Yorkshire 

fog; (Holcus lanatus) and common bent; (Agrostis capillaris), with false oat grass; (Arrhenatherum 

elatius) present in places. 

 

White clover; (Trifolium repens) is the dominant broadleaved species with creeping buttercup; 

(Ranunculus repens), meadow buttercup; (R. acris), dandelion; (Taraxacum officinale), creeping 

thistle; (Cirsium arvense), black knapweed; (Centauria nigra), red clover; (Trifolium pratense) 

meadow vetchling; (Lathyrus pratensis) and bird’s foot trefoil; (Lotus corniculatus) also present but 

only as very minor components. 

 

Where poaching has occurred, broadleaved dock; (Rumex obtusifolius) has colonised the sward along 

with nettle where there has been nutrient enrichment. 

 

 Marshy Grassland 

 

 MG1 appears to have originally been part of the improved pasture but has been densely colonised by 

soft rush; (Juncus effusus) to the detriment of many other species.  This habitat is now less diverse 

than the adjacent improved grassland.  Yorkshire fog is still present along with creeping and meadow 

buttercup and broadleaved willow-herb; (Epilobium montanum). Common reed; (Phragmites 

australis) is beginning to colonise the site from the adjacent MG2. 

 

 MG2 is the wettest part of the site and in this location, while soft rush is still present, common reed 

dominates much of the habitat, along with meadow and creeping buttercup, lesser spearwort; 

(Ranunculus flammula), meadowsweet; (Fillipendula ulmaria), water pepper; (Persicaria 

hydropiper), greater bird’s foot trefoil; (Lotus pedunculatus), heath bedstraw; (Gallium saxatile) and 

greater willow-herb; (Epilobium hirsutum).  

 



8 
 

 

Cambrian Ecology Ltd/PEA Report /Lôn Stigallt, Abererch/28.06.2021 

 MG3 is less diverse than MG2 and again is heavily dominated by soft rush, with Yorkshire fog, 

common bent, creeping and meadow buttercup, broadleaved willow-herb and greater bird’s foot 

trefoil present as minor components. 

 

 Watercourse 

 

A watercourse in the form of a ditch forms the eastern boundary of the site.  This ditch was dry at the 

time of the survey and is choked with vegetation, primarily common reed, soft rush and in places, 

water plantain; (Alisma plantago-aquatica).  The ditch is approximately 1 metre in width and has 

very shallow, almost indiscernible banks in places.  The ditch is understood to be culverted under the 

A497. 

 
Figure 2: Aerial image of the location of the proposed caravan park in the wider landscape 

 

5.2 Protected Species 

 

The protected species survey was negative. 

 

There is high potential for nesting birds to be present at the appropriate time of the year utilising the 

marshy grassland and other dense vegetation and trees for nesting.   

 

There is also the potential for bats to be utilising the hedges on the site as flight paths and foraging 

areas, and the potential for roosts to be present in trees on the site boundary.  As a result, 

recommendations have been made with regards to exterior lighting design. 
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5.3 Desk Study 

 

The biological records search revealed one statutory designated/protected site within the 1km search 

radius in the form of the Pen Llŷn a’r Sarnau Special Area of Conservation which lies 500m to the 

south-east.  This European protected site was designated for a range of marine habitats and included 

otter; (Lutra lutra) in the species listed. 

 

There are two non-statutory designations in the form of the Nant Stigallt Wildlife Site, listed for its 

broadleaved and coniferous woodland and bracken habitats which lies adjacent to the western site 

boundary, and the Bryn Ynys Wildlife Site, listed for its swamp habitats which lies just outside the 

eastern site boundary. 

 

A number of bat species have been recorded within the search area including lesser horseshoe bat; 

(Rhinolophus hipposideros) and brown long eared bat; (Plecotus auritus), with badger; (Meles meles) 

also known to be present in the area. 

  

Birds of interest include barn owl; (Tyto alba) for which there is a potential breeding record for the 

site in 2015.   Green woodpecker; (Picus viridus) and lesser spotted woodpecker; (Dendrocopus 

minor), merlin; (Falco columbarius) and red kite; (Milvus milvus) have also been recorded but there 

is no suggestion that these species are breeding on the site. 

 

With regards to reptiles, an adder; (Vipera berus) was recorded on the site boundary in 2014. 

 

  
Figure 3: Location Pen Llŷn a’r Sarnau SAC (Blue), Nant Stigallt Wildlife Site (Brown 1) and the 

Bryn Ynys Wildlife Site (Brown 2)  
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6 Habitat Evaluation & Impact Assessment 

 

 Hedges 

 

Hedges are of significant value to Biodiversity providing foraging and nesting habitat for birds, 

habitat connectivity for bats, and are also important in their own right, both botanically and as 

landscape features. 

 

Hedges are a ‘Priority Habitat’ in Wales and as a result, the aim must always be for no net loss of 

this valuable habitat. 

 

In this case, only approximately two metres of hedge will be lost to create pedestrian access at the 

site entrance.  There will however be significant new planting taking place along the northern site 

boundary where there is currently only a stock proof fence.  As a result, there will be a significant 

positive impact on this habitat as a result of the proposals. 

 

 Improved Grassland 

 

The improved grassland that will be lost as a result of creating the new caravan pitches and 

associated infrastructure has an impoverished species assemblage and is of minimal value to 

Biodiversity.  It is not considered that there will be any negative impact at any level as a result of the 

loss of this habitat. 

 

Marshy Grassland 

 

MG1 will be lost as a result of the proposed location of the boat and trailer park but MG2 & 3 are to 

be retained and managed as wildlife habitat.   

 

Marshy grassland is a ‘Priority Habitat’ in Wales, due to its usual diverse botanical species 

assemblage.  In this case however, the habitat lacks diversity, probably as a result of previous 

management practices which included heavy grazing.  It should therefore be possible to increase the 

quality of the retained MG2 & 3 to compensate for the loss of MG1 which is already the least diverse 

of the three areas.  If this can be achieved through beneficial management practices, this should 

result in there being no negative impact at any level, see Section 9.1. 

 

In addition to the value of the marshy grassland as a botanical habitat, it is also of significant 

importance to some protected species such as nesting birds and as a foraging habitat for bats.  The 

improvement of the quality of the retained marshy grassland has the potential to deliver a positive 

impact on these species. 

 

Trees 
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It is not intended to remove any trees as part of the proposed development.  This may however be 

inevitable due to the presence of ash die-back in some of the ash trees on the site.  This would occur 

even if the development was not to take place. 

 

Trees become progressively more important to Biodiversity as they mature and due to the nature of 

this habitat, it takes many years to replace.  Trees are also important to a range of taxa including 

nesting birds and roosting bats and their loss can have a negative impact at a local level. 

 

 Watercourse 

 

The watercourse in the form of the ditch on the eastern site boundary was dry at the time of the 

surveys and is currently choked with vegetation.  As a result, it is of no more benefit to Biodiversity 

than the surrounding habitat.  This watercourse does however have the potential to act as a 

transmission vector for any pollutants/contaminants on the site when holding water, potentially 

extending the ‘zone of influence’ of the proposals beyond the site boundary.  Precautionary measures 

will be required to be in place for both the development and operational phases. 

 

 

7 Species Evaluation & Impact Assessment 

 

7.1 Badgers 

 

No badger setts will be lost as a result of the proposals and there was no evidence of any foraging 

activity on the site and no signs of badgers accessing the site.  No impact on badgers at any level is 

therefore anticipated. 

 

7.2 Bats 

 

 Roosts 

 

No potential bat roosts will be lost as a direct result of the proposed works as it is intended to retain 

the trees on the site boundary.  There is however the possibility of the ash trees being lost to disease 

or removed as a safety hazard. 

 

There is also the potential for bat roosts to become unviable due to the installation of inappropriate 

lighting.  The loss of these roosts has the potential to have a negative impact at a local level. 

 

Flight Paths & Foraging Areas 

 

Inappropriate exterior illumination can also have a negative impact on bat movements and can cause 

a ‘light barrier’ effect in some species, in particular, Rhinolophus, Plecotus and Myotis species, the 

former two of which are known to be present in the area from the results of the data search. 

 

This could potentially result in a negative impact at a local level. 
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7.3 Nesting Birds 

 

Nesting birds could potentially be present in the marshy grassland habitats, trees and hedges on the 

site at the appropriate time of year.  Any disturbance during the nesting season resulting in the failure 

of the brood could have a negative impact at a local level. 

 

All birds, with the exception of some ‘pest species’ which can be controlled under licence, are 

protected while nesting and species such as the barn owl, which is protected under ‘Schedule 1’ of 

the Wildlife & Countryside Act, are protected from disturbance even after leaving the nest for as 

long as they have dependent young.  These factors must be taken into account in the mitigation 

strategy. 

 

From a point of view of hunting by barn owls and other predators, the current management regime of 

the improved grassland does not allow time for a significant biomass of small mammal prey species 

to build up due to the lack of continuity in the habitat which fluctuates between being razed, allowed 

to grow, and then being cut.  There is therefore the potential for a positive impact on owls and 

raptors if the retained marshy grassland habitats are appropriately managed. 

 

7.4 Reptiles 

 

The habitat that will be lost, primarily improved grassland, represents sub-optimal habitat for 

reptiles, due largely to the management of the site which results in inconsistent conditions for 

reptiles.  Prior to the survey the site had been heavily grazed by cattle, at the time of the survey the 

grass had grown long, which is then followed by the removal of a hay/silage crop.  These operations 

also represent a real hazard to any reptiles present. 

 

No negative impact on reptiles is therefore anticipated as a result of the loss of improved grassland. 

 

The marshy grassland however has significantly more potential to support reptiles, not only the adder 

which has been recorded on the site boundary, but also the grass snake; (Natrix natrix) which is often 

associated with wetland habitats due to its preference for amphibian prey species. 

 

 

8 Protected/Designated Sites Impact Assessment 

 

8.1 Pen Llŷn a’r Sarnau SAC 

 

Due to the distance of the proposed caravan site from the SAC, combined with the small scale of the 

development and the nature of the currently dry watercourse, it would take a major pollution incident 

to have any impact on this designated site.  Provided precautionary measures are taken, it is not 

considered likely that there will be any negative impact. 

 

8.2 Nant Stigallt Wildlife Site  

 



13 
 

 

Cambrian Ecology Ltd/PEA Report /Lôn Stigallt, Abererch/28.06.2021 

The Nant Stigallt Wildlife Site is designated for its woodland and bracken habitats and is separated 

from the proposed caravan site by a road.  It is not considered feasible that the proposed caravan site 

could have any negative impact on these habitats outside the site boundary. 

 

8.3 Bryn Ynys Wildlife Site 

 

The Bryn Ynys Wildlife Site is designated for its swamp habitats and lies adjacent to the eastern 

boundary of the site.  If drainage is increased on the retained marshy grassland habitats MG2 & 3, 

this would have the potential to alter the hydrology of this site resulting in a negative impact on the 

swamp habitats. 

 

This should however be avoided by following the mitigation measures detailed in Section 9.1. 

 

 

9 Mitigation Measures 

 

9.1 Habitats 

 

Hedges 

 

It is recommended that the new planting on the northern site boundary is planted on a bank/bund to 

replicate the existing hedge planting.  This also gives more structure to the hedge in the early days of 

establishment, providing a linear landscape feature which could benefit bats and a number of other 

taxa. 

 

This bank will also increase the diversity of non-woody plants that will regenerate in association with 

the hedge as the bank will have both a north and south-west facing side, which will provide ideal 

conditions for different plant species.   

 

It is recommended that the diversity of species present in the hedge is increased to provide a level of 

Biodiversity gain, see Section 10. 

 

Protected species will need to be taken into account with regards to the removal of the 2m section of 

hedge by the site entrance, namely nesting birds, see Section 9.2. 

 

Improved Grassland 

 

No mitigation measures are required for the minimal loss of improved grassland. 

 

Marshy Grassland 

 

To compensate for the loss of MG1 to create a boat and trailer park, it is recommended that 

appropriate management regimes of the retained MG 2 & 3 are introduced to improve the quality of 

the habitat, not only from a botanical point of view, but also to benefit species such as barn owls and 

reptiles. 
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The following measures are recommended 

• The hydrology of the marshy grassland areas must not be altered by increasing drainage.  Not 

only would this have a detrimental effect on the habitat, it could also have a negative impact 

on the Bryn Ynys Wildlife Site which runs adjacent to this eastern site boundary. 

• Tree planting on this area must be kept to a minimum as trees have the potential to dry out the 

habitat and also create shade to the detriment of some wetland plant species. 

• Any tree planting must be restricted to the eastern boundary to reduce the level of shade. 

• Any tree planting must be of appropriate species such as alder; (Alnus glutinosa) and willow; 

(Salix spp). 

• The habitat will need to be cut on a biannual basis, rather than annual. 

• Only half of the habitat must be cut in any one year, with the two halves being cut on a 

rotational basis. This provides continuity of habitat on the site for small mammal, birds and 

reptiles. 

• The cut material must be removed otherwise it will decay and nutrient enrichment will occur 

to the detriment of the habitat.  Less robust, but possibly more desirable species would also 

be smothered by any cut material left on the site. 

• It is also recommended that the material that is removed is composted in a discreet area of the 

site, the north-east corner would be ideal.  This will provide a valuable resource for species 

such as grass snakes which rely on the heat of decomposition to incubate their eggs. 

• The timing of the cutting must take to the potential presence of protected species into 

account. 

 

Timing of Operations 

 

To reduce the risk of any amphibians or reptiles being killed/injured during the management 

operations, it is recommended that this is carried out between 1st November and 31st January when 

the animals are likely to be hibernating elsewhere.  This timing takes into account the fact that some 

amphibians can emerge for spawning very early in the year, and that nesting birds are also likely to 

be present, with the optimal time taking all protected species into account being between November 

and January.  

 

Table 1: Optimal timing for marshy grassland management in relation to protected species 

 

 June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June 

Nesting Birds              

Reptiles & 

Amphibians 

             

 

Trees 

 

It is recommended that professional arboricultural advice is sought regarding the problem of ash die-

back on the site.  If any trees are required to be removed, protected species will need to be taken into 

account, in particular nesting birds and roosting bats. 
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It is also recommended that if any trees are required to be removed, that they are replaced.  It is 

recommended that due to ongoing Biosecurity issues with some species, that oak; (Quercus petraea) 

is utilised. 

 

Watercourse 

 

 In the case of the watercourse, due to the potential for any pollution incidents to have a negative 

impact in the wider landscape, extending the ‘zone of influence’ of the proposals outside the site 

boundaries, precautionary measures will be required to be in place.  

 

All works must be carried out in accordance with (Pollution Prevention guidelines (PPG 5 & 6) 

which can be found at:- 

http://www.netregs.org.uk/media/1303/gpp-5-works-and-maintenance-in-or-near-water.pdf 

 

9.2 Protected Species 

 

9.2.1 Badgers 

 

There will be no loss of setts and no disturbance to badgers as a result of the proposals.  No 

mitigation measures should therefore be necessary.  

 

9.2.2 Bats 

 

 Lighting 

 

Any interruption/severing of flight paths, either physical or due to inappropriate lighting, cannot only 

result in the bats being unable to access foraging areas but also cause the abandonment of roosts as a 

result. 

 

Key flight paths indentified in studies include hedgerows, woodland edges and river corridors. 

 

The impact is primarily on the slower flying Myotis, Rhinolophus and Plecotus species, but even 

species such as pipistrelles can be inhibited from flying across very open illuminated areas. 

 

In this case, the hedges around the site boundary have been identified as the most sensitive area of 

habitat.  Not only are these the most viable potential flight paths, there is also the potential for roosts 

to be present in tree hollows.  The illumination of bats roost entrances can cause bats to desert roosts 

and can delay emergence times. 

 

This latter factor can be very important as peak insect abundance occurs around dusk.  Delayed 

emergence can have a direct impact on breeding productivity, slower growth rates and even the 

starvation of young. 

 

http://www.netregs.org.uk/media/1303/gpp-5-works-and-maintenance-in-or-near-water.pdf
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The type of lighting can also be a potential issue with lights containing a high UV component being 

problematic for a number of reasons.  In addition to the ‘light barrier’ effect of bright illumination the 

light UV component attracts species such as Pipistrellus and Nyctalus which prey on the insects 

attracted to the light.  This can result in darker areas in the vicinity become ‘prey depleted’ due to the 

insects having been attracted to the lighter areas.  This puts light-sensitive species such as Myotis, 

Rhinolophus and Plecotus at a competitive disadvantage.   

 

To prevent any ‘light barrier’ impact, and problems associated with lighting with a high UV 

component, the following measures will be required to be implemented: 

 

• All exterior lighting will be ‘low level’ and will be movement activated. 

• The illumination used will be ‘Light Emitting Diodes’ (LEDs). 

• The illumination will all be directional and downward facing which is easily achieved when 

using LEDs.  There must be no upward illumination. 

• All luminaires will lack any UV component. 

• Luminaires with a ‘warm white’ spectrum should be used, (ideally <2700 Kelvin) to reduce 

blue light component. 

• Luminaires should feature peak wavelengths higher than 550nm to avoid the light component 

most disturbing to bats.  

 

Potential Tree Roost Loss 

 

It is possible, that following an arboricultural survey, that some trees may be lost as a result of them 

being infected with ash die-back. 

 

Prior to any felling, or remedial works being carried out, the trees must first be inspected for 

potential bats roosts as further survey work may then be required. 

 

9.2.3 Nesting Birds 

 

 Due to the potential for birds to nest in the hedges, trees and marshy grassland habitats, it is 

recommended that any disturbance to these habitats is carried out outside the bird nesting season, 

recognised as 1st March – 31st August. 

 

9.2.4 Reptiles & Amphibians 

 

To minimise the risk of the killing or injury of reptiles and amphibians, it is recommended that the 

timing of management operations detailed in Section 9.1 are adhered to. 

 

9.3 Designated Sites 

 

 Bryn Ynys Wildlife Site 

 



17 
 

 

Cambrian Ecology Ltd/PEA Report /Lôn Stigallt, Abererch/28.06.2021 

Any changes in the drainage of the retained marshy grassland areas MG 2 & 3, could have an 

adverse effect on the hydrology of the Bryn Ynys Wildlife Site, an area of swamp adjacent to the 

eastern site boundary. 

 

To prevent any impact on this non-statutory designated site, the management prescriptions for the 

management of the retained marshy grassland areas detailed in Section 9.1 must be adhered to. 

  

 

10 Biodiversity Enhancement 

 

Under Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales 11, planning authorities must seek to maintain and 

enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions.  This policy addresses the Section 6 Duty of 

the Environment (Wales) Act 2021 and results in the likelihood of planning applications being 

refused unless they can show a positive impact on biodiversity. 

 

Tree Planting 

 

Significant areas of new tree planting are proposed as an integral part of the landscaping scheme for 

the site.  See landscape design plan submitted as part of the application. 

 

It is recommended that the species below are included in the new planting as they all carry 

significant benefits for a range of wildlife. 

 

Rowan; (Sorbus aucuparia) 

Holly; (Ilex aquifolium) 

Cherry; (Prunus avium) 

Bird cherry; (Prunus padus) 

Cherry plum; (Prunus cerasifera) 

Crab apple; (Malus sylvestris) 

Oak; (Quercus petraea) 

 

The following species are also considered suitable for inclusion as part of the tree planting scheme as 

they will provide a ‘shrub layer’ giving more structure to the new planting. 

 

Elder; (Sambucus nigra) 

Hawthorn; (Crataegus monogyna) 

Blackthorn; (Prunus spinosa) 

Dog rose; (Rosa canina) 

Guelder rose; (Viburnum opulus) 

Hazel; (Corylus avellana) 

 

Establishing the New Planting 

 

The new planting will need to be securely fenced against livestock. 
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Any plant casualties within the first 5 years must be replaced. 

 

To ensure that the new planting does not have to compete with other vigorous plant species, ground 

preparation must include the eradication of deep-rooted perennial weeds.  

 

It is recommended that small, bare rooted plants are used as these become established more easily. 

 

Bare root planting must take place in autumn/winter when the plants have dropped their leaves. 

 

The new plants should be spaced at 45cm intervals for hedging and a minimum 3m spacing is 

recommended for the new tree planting. 

 

Watering during dry weather in the first 12 months is recommended as this can significantly reduce 

the number of casualties. 

 

Barn Owl Nest Box 

 

Due to the presence of barn owl records in the immediate vicinity, it is recommended that a barn owl 

box is provided on the site.  This box should be located in the north-east corner of the site where 

disturbance will be lowest. 

 

It is possible to mount barn owl nest boxes on poles where there are no buildings or trees present, 

which is the case on this site. 

 

It is therefore recommended that a box of the design recommended by the Barn Owl Trust is erected 

as close to the north-eastern boundary as possible.  This will ensure that the birds have access to the 

productive habitats beyond the Bryn Ynys Wildlife Site.  The box entrances must face east to 

minimise weather incursion. 

 

Precise specifications regarding how to make and erect these boxes can be found at 

www.barnowltrust.org.uk  

 

 Alternatively, ready-made boxes can be purchased from a number of reputable sources 

 

 

11 Legal Implications 

 

11.1 Bats 

 

Bats are protected under UK law by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and also 

under European law by the Habitat and Species Regulations 2017.  Under these laws it is an offence 

to deliberately kill or injure a bat, to disturb a bat or to damage, destroy or block access to a roost.  

Bat roosts are protected under these laws whether the animals are present at the time of survey or not. 

NRW are empowered to issue licences to carry out work to bat roosts for reasons of overriding 

public interest. 

http://www.barnowltrust.org.uk/
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11.2 Nesting Birds 

 

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, all nesting birds and their nests are protected.  Once a 

bird places a single piece of material then it constitutes a nest.  It is then an offence to cause damage 

to the bird, nest, eggs or chicks and immediate habitat which is likely to result in damage by causing 

the bird to desert its nest.  This covers all bird species, with a small number of exceptions (pest 

species which can be controlled by special license. 

 

In 2000, the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW Act) was made law, strengthening the legal 

protection for many species and introducing a ‘reckless disturbance’ offence.  Planning Authorities 

are also obliged to take nesting birds into account in relation to planning decisions following 

guidance from the Welsh Government detailed in Technical Advice Note (TAN) 5. 

 

11.3 Reptiles 

 

All British reptiles are protected under ‘Schedule 5’ of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended). This legislation protects reptiles from deliberate killing, injury or unlicensed trade. 

 

Reptiles are also included in Section 7 of the Environment Wales Act (2016) as species of 

importance to the maintenance and enhancement of Biodiversity in Wales. 
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13.1 Site photographic record 
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The improved grassland which dominates the site 
 

 
The improved grassland sward 
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The roadside hedge H1 with ash trees, one of which is suffering from ash die-back 

 

 
Hedge 2 on the western boundary of the site 
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The tree line at the northern end of H2 
 

 
Docks colonising the sward where cattle poaching has occurred 
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Ash die-back causing defoliation 

 

 
The defunct H3 now a sparse tree line growing on the remnants of a clawdd 
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The fence on the northern boundary which will be replaced with new planting 

 

 
Common reed in MG2 
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The clear distinction between MG3 and the adjacent improved grassland 

 

 
The dry watercourse on the eastern site boundary 
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Salix fragilis on the eastern site boundary 

 



 

13.2 Phase 1 Habitat Map 

 

 

 
 



 

 

13.3 Review Table 

 

Name Task Date 

Chris Hall Author 28.06.2021 

Kate Williamson Review 01.07.2021 

Natalie Parry Proof Reading 02.07.2021 

 


